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My possession of esoteric knowledge placed me
in a position that, if handled with discretion, might
move me into a position of importance. Andronicus
might someday become emperor, and even now
.his power was second only to that of Manuel
At this time | chose to make a copy of The Qabus
Nama, a very excellent book by the Prince of
Gurgan. No other book taught so much about the
practical business of living, and during the long
trek across Europe | had read and reread its pages.
Yet when | began, | chose one of the later chapters
.in which the Prince discusses the service of kings
Scarcely had | begun when | remembered a thought |
immediately wrote down. No doubt my present situation
brought it to mind. If at any time your Prince should
pretend your position with him is sure, begin from that
(316.moment to feel unsure (The Walking Drum, p
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Day after day in the quiet of my room or ..
beside the fountain in the garden, | worked
at my writing, preparing first a copy of
(319.The Qabus Nama (The Walking Drum, p
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included in small gatherings of the translators when
they met away from the library, so in a small way |
became a part, a listening part, of that great city
In the library | read translations of Heraclitus,
Socrates, Plato, Empedocles, Pythagoras, and Galen
| made several copies of each of these works, for at
first | was given more copying to do than translation
Then | was given a book to translate from the Persian, The
Qabus Nama, written by Kai Ka'us ibn-Iskander, Prince
It was a book of advice to his son, .1082 of Gurgan, in
.considering all aspects of his life as a prince and as a man
In his chapter on enemies, | came upon this passage:
Ever remain aware of your enemy's activities,
secret or otherwise; never feel secure against his
treachery against you, and consider constantly
ways in which you may outwit or defeat him
Thus far | had not followed the advice of Kai
Ka'us. My enemies had acted against me, not |
against them. Should | give thought to preventive
warfare? And to securing my own position, for
(138 .was | not vulnerable? (The Walking Drum, P
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The Qabus Nama had a chapter of advice on the writing
of poetry. Whether the son of the Prince of Gurgan
profited by his father's advice, | did not know, but | did. The
prince had died a hundred years or more before my time,
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