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you spoke of those who are interested only in getting rich.
:Listen now, old Memed, to the wisdom of the Qabus Nama
For your part resist falling in love and guard against
becoming a lover, for a lovers life is beset with
unhappiness, particularly when he is without means.
The penniless lover can never acieve his aims, more
particularly when he is elderly; the goal cannot
reached except with the aid of money, and a lover not
.possessed of it will succeed only in tormenting his soul
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To be elderly and penniless is bad enough without being”
tormented by irrational emotions. Thereisbad enough that,
| suppose. It is true we are getting old, my dear Baron, but
[ don't think that the passage you have memorized so ably
could affect us in any way. | think even if we should open
".another bottle to mark the uselessness of the Qabus Nama
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| just recalled the Qabus Nama. When | was translating it
into German | found it incredibly dull and commonplace,
not worthy of even the slightest attention. | remember
thinking: if this is the moral code for the Sultan and his
prince, it is hardly surprising that they degenerated so
rapidly. Even feeble heads filled with imperial vapors
could safely ignore this nonsense. There was, however,
one arresting passage. It was headed 'Romantic Passion’
and | recited it so often to my wayward uncles and cousins
that | never forgot the words. | was reminded of it when
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