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Borges and |

It's Borges, the other one,_
that things happen to. | walk
through the streets of Buenos
Aires and stop for a moment—
perhaps mechanically—now and
then to look at the arch of an
entranceway and the grillwork on
a gate; | know of Borges from the
mail and see his name on a list
of professors or in a biographical
dictionary. | like hourglasses,
maps, eighteenth-century
typography, the taste of coffee,
and the prose of Stevenson; he
shares these preferences, but
in a vain way that turns them
.into the attributes of an actor
It would be an exaggeration to say
that ours is a hostile relationship;
| live, | let myself go on living,
so that Borges may write his
literature, and this literature
justifies me. | do not know
.which of us is writing this page
_Translated by James E. Irby—
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